THE CROSS
Welcome to our “new look” Summer Edition of our RE Newsletter ‘The Cross.’ Read on to
find out what’s in store… Why don’t you have a go at doing some of your own research
on an area you find interesting in this edition and share with Mrs Felgate!
Important Christian Dates this Term
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Monday 23rd April: St George’s Day
St George is the Patron Saint of England as well as the
name of our school. He is also the Patron Saint of
Aragon, Catalonia, Ethiopia, Georgia, Greece, Lithuania,
Palestine, Portugal, and Russia. According to legend St
George killed a dragon in order to save a village.

Friday 22nd June: St Alban’s Day
St Alban became the first British martyr and converted
to Christianity after hiding a Christian priest in his
home during Roman raids. He was later caught and
executed by the Romans. He is the patron saint of
converts, refugees and our Year 3 class.
Friday 29th June: St Peter and St Paul’s Day
St Peter was originally called Simon and was one of
Jesus’ 12 disciples. Jesus named him Peter which
means ‘the rock’ as Peter was the rock Jesus wanted the
church to be founded on. Peter is considered by many
as the first Pope of the Catholic Church and is the
patron saint of fishermen and our Year 4 class.
St Paul converted on the road to Damascus and
travelled around the world spreading the Gospel to all.
Paul is the patron saint of our Year 2 class and of
writers as during his lifetime he wrote many letters to
people of all areas and faiths to teach them about
Jesus’ life.

Our School Prayer
Oh God of all creation
create a strong foundation
of happiness and peace
to learn and increase
our understanding for all.
We of St. George’s Primary School
will believe and achieve
and keep the rules
treat everyone the same
and glorify your name
Amen

Wednesday 25th July: St James’ Day
St James the Apostle was one of Jesus' disciples and was
the brother of John the Apostle. Both James and John
were fishermen and James is considered to be the first
apostle to be martyred. James is the patron saint of
Spain, fishermen and one of our Year 6 classes.
Wednesday 15th August: Assumption of the Virgin
Mary
This marks the day the Virgin Mary was taken into
heaven after her death.
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Other Important Religious Festivals this Term
Islam

Judaism

Tuesday 15th May—Thursday 14th June: Ramadan
Ramadan is a month of fasting and trying to give up
bad habits for Muslims. Most Muslims do not eat
during the hours of daylight to remind them of their
service to God. The end of Ramadan is celebrated
during Eid-Ul-Fitr.

Sunday 20th May—Monday 21st May: Shavuot
This marks the day that Jews received the Torah.
Prayers are said to thank God for the five books of
Moses.
Sunday 22nd July: Tisha B’av
Jews fast on this day to commemorate several disasters
that happened on the same day of the Jewish calendar.
It is also referred to as ‘the saddest day in Jewish
history.’

Saturday 9th June—Sunday 10th June: Lailat-Ul-Qadr
Meaning ‘Night of Power,’ this festival is celebrated
during Ramadan as the night that the Qur'an was first
revealed to the prophet Muhammad.
Thursday 14th June—Friday 15th June: Eid-Ul-Fitr
Eid-Ul-Fitr marks the end of Ramadan and the period
of fasting. It is a day of great celebration and thanks to
Allah for helping them stay strong during Ramadan.

Buddhism
Tuesday 19th May: Wesak
Wesak celebrates Buddha’s birthday and is honoured
with lots of colour. In some countries there are special
Wesak lanterns made, and caged birds are released.

Sikhism
Saturday 16th June: Martyrdom of Guru Arjan Dev
Guru Arjan was the fifth of the ten Sikh Gurus and the
first Sikh martyr. This day is celebrated on the
anniversary of his death.

Friday 27th July: Dharma Day
This day marks the beginning of the Buddha’s teaching,
celebrated with readings of scriptures

Traditional
Hinduism

Sunday 17th June: Father’s Day
A modern festival which celebrates Fatherhood.

Sunday 26th August: Raksha Bandan
“Raksha Bandan” means “a thread for protection”.
Sisters tie a thread bracelet around their brothers’
wrists, and receive gifts in return.

Thursday 21st June: Summer Solstice
Celebrates the longest day of the year.

What is God?
Long ago, people thought that the sun was
God,
Like a very strong and great light
That shines through and around
everything.
But now, we know that the sun is just one
star
And really just one small star
In a big universe filled with millions of
stars.
A universe is everything!
A universe is everything you can see
When you look up at the stars at night.

They think that this God knows everything,
Everything we do, or say, or even think,
And when some people talk about this God
They look up at the clouds towards Him.
Sometimes this God is a nice old man
But sometimes this God is an angry old
man
And some people think that if we are not
good,
This God will be angry with us.
Next time you fly in an aeroplane,
Look out of the window at the clouds.
But you won’t see that God there,
Because no one has ever seen that God!

Some people think that God is an old man,
With a long white beard
Who sits up in the clouds
And looks down at us all the time.

What / who do you think God is? Write
a thought to hand in to Mrs Felgate
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Amazing Facts from the Bible: Children Long Ago
What were the children like in Biblical times? Read on to discover …The bold
text at the bottom of each box will help you to find even more information!
Where did Moses’ mother hide
him so that he wouldn’t be killed
by the Egyptian pharaoh?

Two women both claimed to be
the mother of one baby. How
did King Solomon decide who
was telling the truth?

She hid him at home for three
months; then she made a little
boat out of papyrus reeds and hid
it at the edge of the Nile River. As it turns out, the
pharaoh’s daughter rescued him.

Instead of asking lots of
questions, Solomon ordered
them to cut the baby in half. He
guessed that the real mother would give up the
baby to save its life – and he was right.

(Exodus 2:1 – 10).
(1 Kings 3: 16 – 28).
What happened to a 17-year-old
when he told his family about
a dream?

How did Jesus help Jairus, the
leader of a synagogue?

Joseph, who was his father’s
favourite son, told his
brothers that in his dream
their bundles of grain bowed
down before his. They got so
angry they sold him into slavery!

Jairus’s daughter was very ill
and died before Jesus could get
to her house. But Jesus brought
her back to life!
(Mark 5: 22 – 23, 35 – 43; Luke 8: 41 – 56).

(Genesis 37: 1 – 28).
What was rubbed all over a baby
in biblical times?
What young boy taught at the
Temple in Jerusalem?

After the baby was washed
clean, salt was rubbed over the
body. This was probably done
because the salt acted as a

Jesus, who was only 12 years
old at the time, taught the
readers of the Law. The teachers
were very clever men, but they
were amazed at Jesus’ knowledge.

disinfectant.
(Ezekiel 16:4)

(Luke 2: 41 – 47)

What did God have to do to get
a message through to
Samuel?

Why did the strongest man in the
world need a little boy’s help?

God called Samuel three
times while the boy slept,
but each time Samuel thought
it was the voice of Eli, the priest
whom he served. Eli told him to say “Yes, Lord,
I’m listening!” if it happened again. It did, and the
Lord was with Samuel from then on.

Samson had been captured,
blinded, and put in prison by
the Philistines. They wanted to
make fun of him, so he was
brought to the centre of their
temple. Samson asked a little boy to place his hands
on the temple pillars. With God’s help, Samson
pushed the pillars down and the temple collapsed.
Samson and over 3,000 people died – more than
he had killed in his lifetime.

(1 Samuel 3: 1 – 19)
‘Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and
do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven
belongs to such as these.’ - Matthew 19:14

(Judges 16: 23 – 30)
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25 Royal and Regal Facts about Kings and Queens
Queen Esther’s life is recorded in the
Book of Esther, the only book that does

To capture Canaan, Joshua had to defeat 31 kings,
including kings of The Hittites, Amorites,

not mention God or prayer.

Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites.

Josiah might have been the youngest king
of Israel. He was just eight years old

1Kings and 2Kings were originally
one single book of the Bible. They

when he came to the throne.

recorded what happened to the
monarchy in Israel after the reign of
David.

In the Bible, the Hebrew word ‘Melek’
and the Greek ‘Basileus’ are used for
King – someone who holds
Supreme Power in a nation or city.

King Jabin of Hazor was an
important ruler defeated by Joshua,
Moses’ successor, as he led the Israelites to conquer
Canaan, their Promised Land.

Wicked King Ahab, the son of Omri,
killed, stole, worshipped Idols, and

Just before his death, Jesus’ captors
mocked His claims to kingship by
placing a Crown of Thorns on His
head.

“Did evil in the sight of the Lord, more than all
who were before him.”
Babylon’s King Nebuchadnezzar
was a great builder – and destroyer.
He likely captured Jerusalem in 597
BCE and destroyed Solomon’s Temple
in 586 BCE.

Just before he was slain and his
kingdom overthrown, Babylon’s King
Belshazzar saw a disembodied hand
writing a message saying his time was up.

Instead of being ruled by judges, the
Israelites wanted a king, like other
nations. Their first king was the handsome Saul.

Merneptah was the first pharaoh of
Egypt to mention Israel in a written
historical document created on a stone
slab.

Saul regularly disobeyed God, so God
replaced him with David.

Just before he was slain and his
kingdom overthrown, Babylon’s King
Belshazzar saw a disembodied hand
writing a message saying his time was up.

When wise men told Herod they had
come to visit Jesus, the newborn “King
of the Jews,” he ordered all young
boys executed, to kill his competition.

Commissioned by James I of England, the
King James Bible was the first official
translation of the Bible into English.

When she visited Solomon, the

Queen of Sheba brought gifts of
camels laden with spices, precious
stones, and 120 talents (or units)

In the Book of Revelation, John had a
vision of a rider on a white horse with
writing on his robe and thigh: “King of

David is often called Israel’s greatest
king. His descendants ruled for
400 years. As a boy in Saul’s army he
had killed the enemy giant Goliath.

Kings and Lord of Lords.”
After Solomon died, Israel split into
two: One group of tribes refused
David’s grandson Rehoboam as the

Jezebel was Ahab’s queen and was a
good match for him. The Bible says
when she died, she was eaten by

new king: the other group agreed to
follow him.

dogs.

The Bible often doesn’t tell us the
names of the wives of Kings.

Pontius Pilate ordered a sign placed
on Jesus' cross with these words in
Hebrew, Latin and Greek: “Jesus of Nazareth, the

After Israel split, Jerusalem stayed the
capital of the new Southern Kingdom of
Judah. Samaria later became the capital
of the new Northern Kingdom.

King of the Jews.”
Impressed by miracles, some of the
early followers of Jesus wanted to make
him their king.

“For God is the King of all the earth,” it
reads in Psalms. “God reigns over the
nations; God is seated on His holy

throne.”
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By the Beautiful Sea
After John the Baptist had been arrested, Jesus moved from Nazareth to a city called Capernaum. Jesus
moved because the people of Nazareth didn’t believe in Him. In fact, they tried to throw Him off a cliff!
Capernaum was on the shore of the sea of Galilee (it wasn’t really a sea; it was a lake about 13 miles
long). Here Jesus began calling His disciples, the fishermen Peter, Andre, James, and John. Fishing was
great in the Sea of Galilee. Matthew, the tax collector, was also from Capernaum. He may have been
collecting taxes on all of the fish caught!

Miracle City

Instant Trouble

Jesus did at least 18
miracles along the
shores of the Sea of
Galilee. Ten of them
were done in
Capernaum, including the time Jesus healed the
paralysed man who was lowered through the roof
by his four good friends.

Because of its location
on an earthquake fault
line, its low altitude
(690 feet below sea
level), and the high
hills that rise from it on
either side, violent
storms often brew without warning on the Sea of
Galilee, The mountains act like and “air funnel,”
driving high winds down their slopes and onto the
water. The disciples got caught in two of these
storms.

Catch of the Day
Jesus and Peter had to
pay taxes but didn’t
have any money. So
Jesus told Peter to cast
a hook into the water. Peter caught a fish –
probably a tilapia fish. This fish usually keeps its
babies in its mouth; when the mum needs a break
she picks up a shiny object. She holds it in her
mouth as a gate to keep the babies out. The fish
that Peter caught had picked up a coin – just the
right coin to pay their Temple tax.

The Centurion’s Gift
A Roman centurion stationed in
Capernaum built a synagogue for
the Jews. A synagogue was a place
Jewish people met when they weren’t near the
Temple.

Meet you at the Sea

World’s Greatest
Sermon

There were hot springs on the
western shore of the lake. If you
were hurting, you went there
hoping the swirling warm water would ease your
pain (like a big hot tub). Jesus healed many people
along these shores.

One day, Jesus went up
onto the slope of a hill
in Galilee and
preached the most
famous sermon in the
world: the Sermon on the Mount. You can read all
about it starting in Matthew 5. Matthew is the
first book in the New Testament and was written
by – you guessed it – the tax collector from
Capernaum!

‘Then God said “Let the waters below the heavens be gathered into one place, and let the dry land
appear"; and it was so. God called the dry land earth, and the gathering of the waters He called seas; and
God saw that it was good.’ - Genesis 1: 9 –10
‘The sea is His, for it was He who made it, And His hands formed the dry land.’ - Psalm 95: 5
‘Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD swept the sea back by a strong east wind
all night and turned the sea into dry land, so the waters were divided.’ - Exodus 14:21
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Our Summer Term Values
May: Humility
Generosity—the quality of being modest
5 Bible verses about humility:
Romans 11: 18 Ingrafted branches
Colossians 3:12 Living as those made alive in Christ
Luke 14:11 Jesus at a Pharisee’s house
Ephesians 4:2 Unity and maturity in the body of Christ
James 4:6 Submit yourselves to God

5 Quotes about Humility:
“Humility is not thinking less of yourself. It is thinking of yourself less.” - C. S. Lewis
“Being humble means recognising that we are not on earth to see how important we can become, but to
see how much difference we can make in the lives of others.” - Gordon B. Hinckley
“Pride is concerned with who is right. Humility is concerned with what is right.” - Ezra T. Benson
“Humility is the solid foundation of all virtues.” - Confucius
“’Thank you’ is the best prayer that anyone could say. I say that one a lot. Thank you expresses extreme
gratitude, humility, understanding.”- Alice Walker

June: Truthfulness
Truthfulness—the fact of being true.
5 Bible verses about truthfulness:
John 4:24 Jesus talks with a Samaritan woman
John 16:13 The work of the Holy Spirit
Proverbs 12:19 Truthful lips endure forever
Ephesians 4:25 Instructions for Christian living
Titus 1:2 God’s promise of eternal life

5 Quotes about truthfulness:
“Truthfulness is the main element of character” - Brian Tracy
“The way of peace is the way of truth. Truthfulness is even more important than peace”
- Mahatma Gandhi
“Three things cannot be long hidden: the sun, the moon, and the truth.” - Buddha
“Whoever is careless with the truth in small matters cannot be trusted with important matters .”
- Albert Einstein
“The truth is like a lion. You don’t have to defend it. Let it loose. It will defend itself” - St Augustine
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Our Summer Term Values
July: Respect and Reverence
Respect—regard for the feelings of others
5 Bible verses about respect:
Matthew 7:12 Ask, seek, knock
Romans 12:10 Love in action
Philippians 2:3 Imitating Christ’s humility
1 Peter 2:17 Living Godly lives
John 13: 34-35 A new command

5 Quotes about respect:
“Most good relationships are built on trust and respect.” - Mona Sutphen
“One of the most sincere forms of respect is actually listening to what another has to say.”
- Bryant H. McGill
“Respect for ourselves guides our morals, respect for others guides our manner.” - Laurence Sterne
“When you are content to be simply yourself and don’t compare or compete, everyone will respect you”
- Lao Tzu
“You have to give respect to get respect.” - Lauren Barnholdt

Reverence—deep respect for someone or something
5 Bible verses about reverence:
1 Samuel 12:24 Samuel’s farewell speech
Exodus 3:5 Moses and the burning bush
Hebrews 12:28 The mountain of fear and the mountain of joy
Acts 9: 31 Saul in Damascus and Jerusalem
Joshua 24:14 The covenant renewed at Shechem

5 Quotes about reverence:
“Pursue some path, however narrow and crooked, in which you can walk with love and reverence .”
- Henry David Thoreau
“Gratitude bestows reverence, allowing us to encounter everyday epiphanies, those transcendent
moments of awe that change forever how we experience life and the world.”- John Milton
“No soul is desolate as long as there is a human being for whom it can feel trust and reverence.”
- George Eliot
“Whoever gives reverence receives reverence” - Rumi
“Let parents bequeath to their children not riches, but the spirit of reverence.” - Plato
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